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Beth Saine

Lincoin County Commissioner

1760 Whispering Pines Drive
Lincolntan, NC 28092
704.735.3297

January 18, 2002
Renata Hesse

Trici Attorney

Antitrust Divisions
Departimaent of Justice

601 D Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20530
Fax: 202-616-9937

Ms. Hesse:

As & member of the Lincoln County Commission, | am pledsed that the United
States Justice Departiment is settiing with Microseit. Technology is s Important to
the future of countles like ours alt across Amenca, and this settiement will
enhance all facets of the tach industry in the coming years,

Qur neighbers in Macklenburg County have had many acvantages over Lincoln
County, and other counties in the past, Charlotie is the nation's mega banking
center., That attracts business. and with it comes ¢ substantlc! local tax base. I'm
not saying that monay is everything, but huge counties have had o traditicnal
advantage over smaller ones in the past. As a rasull, they have had an easier
fime funding essentlal county services, such as school improvements.

Technology quite simply lavals the playing figld for average-sized counties across
America. When somaone logs on to the Internet, it doesn't matierif they re
sitting in Raleigh or Hanglng Deg, their access to information is the same, and
thelr ability fo profit from the proliferation of information is the same.

The Tech industry nesds a shot in the arm sa that it can continue ciding
America's couLnties in & significant way. Fore this reason, I'd like to reguest that
Judge Koliar Kotelly approves the settlernent that Microsoft and the federal
govemment have reached. It wiil benefit Lincoln County, and counties like ours

across America,

Regards.

D

Baih Saine
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